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Introduction

Who Are Infertility Network UK?

Infertility Network UK (I N UK) is the UK’s national charity for those experiencing fertility problems. We offer face to face and telephonic support and information at regional and national level.

One of our goals is to help couples make informed decisions throughout the infertility process. Another is to provide emotional support. Whatever help is needed, we will endeavour to provide it – even if it is simply showing the way forward.

I N UK continue to seek to reinforce working relationships and build partnerships with those working within the field of infertility, not least those within clinics and hospitals throughout the UK. In addition to the benefits which are detailed on the following pages, joining our Clinic Outreach Scheme enables both the charity and yourselves to make an active and visible commitment to the development of patient support and care.

Aims and Objectives
· To relieve persons who are suffering from infertility particularly through the provision of information, advice and support. 

· To support the provision of an equitable system of publicly funded fertility treatment throughout the UK for all sufferers of infertility, sub-fertility and secondary infertility 

· To support the needs of persons suffering from infertility through, inter alia, the provision of a network of local support groups, a counselling service, a website and a quarterly magazine 

· To advance public education about all aspects of fertility and infertility 

· To raise the profile of issues concerning fertility and infertility in the media and in general in an informed, responsible manner 

· To encourage and assist further research in its broadest sense into infertility and its various effects
WORKING TOGETHER

Why We Need Your Help?
The publication of the guidelines for the treatment of infertility by NICE (National Institute for Clinical Excellence) in February 2004 will in time, we hope, mean a fairer and more equitable service throughout the UK for infertility sufferers. Although we recognise that it will not solve all the existing problems overnight, we hope that it will pave the way to enable patients to access the most appropriate treatment for their diagnosis, provided by the NHS within a reasonable time limit.

With a fairer and equitable service, the work for all involved in the field of infertility will greatly increase. For those involved in manufacturing equipment and drugs, increased demand for their products brings added prosperity. For those treating the patients, we genuinely hope that it will mean better resources to enable them to treat greater numbers of patients. 

For I N UK the extra work has already begun. We are taking calls daily from people hearing about the guidelines and thinking they can access treatment immediately or ringing us to get an explanation of the system. Some are extremely distressed to learn that they will not access immediate treatment. I N UK will work to ensure that we can provide them with accurate, up-to-date information on the progress toward implementation of the guidelines, and what it means to them, the patients. 

We have vast experience in providing support and information. 

We do not have vast resources!

Please read on to see how you can help us to maintain and increase the services we provide to patients suffering the effects of infertility. These services compliment the work you do in treating your patients.

You can give your patients access to those services with the confidence that they will receive good quality, medically accurate information and practical and emotional support from an organisation which is held in great esteem throughout the industry. 
Our Services to Your Patients!

· 24 hour telephone service offering help, advice and support and especially a listening ear at any time in the strictest of confidence
· Helpliners - these are members of I N UK, who have experience of a certain type of infertility and are happy to talk of their experiences and offer information
· Dedicated daytime Advice Line 
· More To Life - a national support network which comes under the umbrella of I N UK, dedicated solely to providing a support service to those people exploring what life has to offer without children - involuntary childlessness
· Website – to help infertility sufferers access much information and I N UK services
· Regional support groups providing local support and group meetings
· Medical advisors to whom members can write in for independent medical advice
· Quarterly magazine, available to members and interested organisations on application. Included in the magazine are letters from members, advice from our medical advisors, latest developments in the field of infertility, features and useful addresses.
· Fact sheets on a whole range of subjects related to infertility to enable people to have a better understanding of their illness
· Information Events with talks by leading infertility specialists, and exhibition areas. These are excellent opportunities to meet other members, staff of I N UK, learn of the latest developments and relax and enjoy oneself in the company of friends old and new. These events are held throughout the UK.

· Infertility related publications can be bought direct from our online fertility store at: www.infertilitybooks.co.uk
· Head office and regional offices throughout the UK - we can help in setting up support groups, organising local/regional events, providing support and information both nationally and regionally.

· Video – A video entitled “A Journey Through Infertility” which is intended to help give infertility patients an insight into what the journey through investigations and treatment is like
Patient Representation

I N UK works closely with many other organisations with an interest in infertility including:

· The European Infertility Alliance (EIA)

· Fertility Nurses Group

· The National Infertility Awareness Campaign (NIAC) 

· The British Fertility Society (BFS) 

· The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA)
· The National Gamete Donation Trust (NGDT) 

· Scottish Infertility Counselling Group  

· British Infertility Counselling Association (BICA)

· Association of Clinical Embryologists (ACE)

· Many sister organisations

The benefits we offer you as a clinic

Benefits Via Our Magazine

· Your clinic details will reach all I N UK members throughout the UK and overseas by appearing in our Clinic Outreach Scheme section of the magazine
· I N UK’s magazine represents the patient’s perspective. Clinics and hospitals whose details are included in the magazine, will be seen to be supporting this perspective and supporting the patient’s charity and the work it does for patients.

· Your clinic will receive 5 copies of our quarterly magazine

· Special discounts on our magazine advertising

Benefits Via Our Website

· Details of any of your own support group meetings and links to them
· A link to your clinic’s website, which can be a listing or you can supply us with an image which the viewer can click on to go to your website. This will appear in the links page giving your clinic greater visibility. Images should as a jpg and 193 X 102 pixels.
· Special discounts on our website advertising 
Help in setting up your own support group

· It only takes one enthusiastic individual to set up a support group that can be beneficial for patients at your clinic.  I N UK can provide those clinics who do not have such groups with assistance in setting up a support group via our Regional Organisers who would be able to provide the appropriate encouragement, support, information and resources to get a group started.
The Services Provided By Our Staff

· As previously mentioned, help in setting up support groups
· Organising information events local to your clinic, with the opportunity for your staff to give talks and have a presence at the meetings
· Presentations to your staff on “How you can get it right for us – the patients”. This is a useful tool which can be used in your training sessions for new and existing staff as it directly gives the patients views of the illness, and it affects every part of their lives and what clinics and I N UK can do to help.

The Devastating Impact of Infertility

Infertility is an emotive subject, which many do not fully understand, because the vast majority of us take having a baby for granted. It is after all the natural progression of life. Couples these days spend several years setting up a home and a career, totally unaware that they may have a fertility problem, but when they decide to start a family, some find they have difficulties in conceiving. 

Most people have a deep and distinct desire to have children, and when they find themselves unable to fulfil that desire, they often suffer very deep psychological and emotional distress. Infertility causes a form of grief likened to that of bereavement. The infertile grieve for children that never were, and the grief goes on and on, usually suffered in secret whilst putting on a brave face or some diversionary excuse as a defence. Many feel unable to even speak to family and friends about their suffering - such is the nature of the illness. Infertility is deeply painful and those suffering from this illness need and deserve help.

There are many hurdles to get over before couples even reach the stage of having treatment whilst all around others seem to either be pregnant or have had a baby. Imagine the desperation and overwhelming sense of failure, especially if treatment does not prove successful. So it starts all over again. Maybe there was money saved for the initial treatment, but this time where is the money coming from? Infertility is often likened to a roller-coaster ride. You are on a high when having treatment and awaiting the outcome and sink to the depths of despair upon failure of treatment or when for some, they find themselves unable to access the treatment they need.

Fear!   Guilt !  Anger!   Shock !  Shame!   Isolation!
These are some of the feelings expressed by couples when they have a fertility problem.

· Fear – of treatment, of failure, of a future without children
· Guilt - this is my fault, something I did
· Anger - towards doctors when treatment fails, science for holding out a carrot of success and then failing them, society for not warning them about infertility, their partner for being a constant reminder of mutual failure, at oneself – why me?

· Shock - can this be true? Followed by numbness, withdrawal and denial.

· Shame - I have let my partner and my family down
· Isolation - Everyone else is normal and has a family. On the fringe of life. Feel they cannot participate in life. The most dreaded question in any social gathering is “Do you have children.”  This is the worst feeling of all but one that Infertility Network UK  (I N UK) can help ease.

ACT TODAY – JOIN US AND HELP US EASE MISERY OF INFERTILITY SUFFERERS THROUGHOUT THE UK

	I N UK Clinic Outreach Scheme

Registration Form


	Name of Unit
	

	Contact Name
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	Post Code
	

	Tel No
	

	Fax No
	

	E-mail
	

	Website
	

	Private clinic
	£250.00

	Strictly NHS clinic
	£150.00

	Payments by BACS: or Direct Debit (see attached) 

	To: Lloyds TSB, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET

Account No. 01999467             Sort code 30 91 20


	Signature:                 

	Print Name:

	Date:   


Cheques should be made payable to Infertility Network UK













