TEMPLATE LETTER TO MSP – Third template letter

Home Address

Address 1

Address 2

Address 3

Postcode
[Insert date]

[Name] [Surname] MSP

The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh

EH99 1SP
Dear Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms [insert name of MSP]
As one of your constituents, I am writing to you with grave concerns about the funding provided by the NHS in my area for fertility treatment. In comparison with other areas of the country, my local Health Board [insert name of Health Board] is failing to fund the level of fertility treatment set out in the guidance provided by the Expert Advisory Group on Infertility Services in Scotland (EAGISS).
Having attempted unsuccessfully to become pregnant naturally for [insert length of

time prior to seeking medical guidance] I consulted with my GP, Dr [insert GP name]

on [insert (approximate) data of first appointment]. After [insert length of time until

you were referred to a specialist] my GP [delete as appropriate] referred me to [insert

name of specialist to whom you were referred]. He/she [delete as appropriate] saw

me [insert number of times you saw the specialist] times before I was diagnosed with

[description of diagnosis] on [insert approximate date when you were diagnosed].

[Include a brief summary giving as much information as possible about your

treatment to date]. Unfortunately, this treatment was not successful in helping me to

conceive. Despite the fact that I have not become pregnant, I was then informed

that I am not eligible for NHS-funded fertility treatment.
As you may be aware, this is contrary to the EAGISS guidelines on the provision of

fertility care in Scotland, which clearly state that an optimal treatment with IVF/ICSI is

three full cycles.
I have written to [insert contact name and title of person you wrote to if available and

which Health Board they are at] on two separate occasions, appealing against the

decision not to fund further fertility treatment for me (copies of these letters are

enclosed). Despite highlighting the fact that [insert name of Health Board] Health

Board currently funds only [insert number of IVF cycles funded] cycles of IVF

treatment, rather than the three full cycles outlined in the EAGISS guidance, my

appeals have been unsuccessful.

I am sure that the importance of this issue, both for myself and numerous other

people within the local area, will not be lost on you. The issue of ‘postcode

prescribing’ and localised inequalities in NHS-funded care have been highlighted on

numerous occasions. My experiences emphasise that this is still very much an issue

within the area and will be affecting a significant number of people in a similar

position to myself.
I am incredibly distraught by the decision the Health Board has made and I believe

that your support in this matter could be vital to my case. I very much hope that you

can help me. I would be grateful if you could look into this issue without delay and

respond to me at your earliest convenience.
Yours sincerely
{Signature}
[Insert name]

