[image: image1.jpg]infertilitynetwork UK

Advice, Support & Understanding

infertilitynetwork UK

Advice, Support & Understanding

[/
o infertilitynetwork UK

’ Advice, Support & Understanding

01424 732 361






FACT SHEET 7

Surrogacy


One in six couples has some problem with infertility. Most overcome their infertility with hospital treatment, but for some no amount of medical treatment can help. These are couples where the wife is unable to conceive due to a number of reasons, for example those born without a womb, hysterectomy, multiple miscarriages, unexplained fertility etc. Some couples also have to venture into surrogacy as it is not medically safe for the woman to carry a baby.  For these couples and others there is not much hope. Adoption is not possible for everyone and is very difficult to accomplish in the UK. So more and more couples are now seeing surrogacy as a real possibility.

Surrogacy has been around since time began; it is one woman helping another fulfil her dreams. 

Surrogacy defined in the dictionary means 'a substitute'.

There are two types of surrogacy:

STRAIGHT (This is also known as Traditional Surrogacy): This method uses the egg of the Surrogate Mother and the sperm of the Intended Father. This can be performed in an IVF clinic, but more often the technique of Artificial Insemination happens at home. In this situation the baby is biologically related to the Intended Father and the Surrogate Mother. Although it is the simpler of the two types of surrogacy in as much as conceiving is less complicated, mentally it can be the hardest to accept. Not only for the Surrogate Mother to give up her own biological child, but also for the wife to accept a child which her husband has fathered with another woman. 


HOST (Also known as Gestational Surrogacy): This method uses the egg of the Intended Mother combined with the sperm of her husband or donor sperm. In this case an IVF clinic is always required. The Intended Father's sperm sometimes has to be frozen for 6 months. This depends on which clinic you choose to work with. A baby conceived by this method has no biological connection to the Surrogate Mother. This is by far the more difficult way to get pregnant. The chances of it working are low and it consumes a lot more time and energy to complete. However, many people feel more comfortable knowing the Surrogate Mother has no biological ties to the Surrogate baby she is to carry. 


The positive aspects of surrogacy are that, if they are lucky enough to find a surrogate and everything goes according to plan, they have a child that is either their husband's, or as in host both theirs. Medical, HIV, Hepatitis 'B', and Cystic Fibrosis testing are recommended. 

On the minus side, if the surrogate decides to keep the child she has a perfect right to do so, the law states that she is the legal mother. The couple have to also consider that the child might be stillborn or handicapped either physically or mentally or both, but these risks are there even if you were to have a child of your own.

Things can of course go wrong, but Surrogacy UK informs us that they know of just eight surrogate arrangements that went wrong in Britain out of well over 700 surrogate births. That is a risk of around 2 percent. There are bound to be others that have gone wrong, no one can foresee either the surrogate keeping the child, the child being born handicapped or stillborn or even the surrogate dying in childbirth. But these are risks childless couples embarking on surrogacy and the sur​rogates are willing to take. If you have good communication, trust and friendship in a surrogacy arrangement the chances of something going wrong are dramatically reduced.

The law on surrogacy as it stands: -

Commercial third party involvement is illegal, advertising for a surrogate or vice versa is illegal if done on a commercial basis but on an individual basis this has been done. It is not illegal to pay a surrogate expenses, as the Act is only on commercial surrogacy. The 'Surrogacy Act states, in section 2 subsection 2: - 'A person who contravenes subsection one (which is commercial surrogacy) is guilty of an offence'.

In subsection three it states;- 'For the purposes of this section, a person does an act on a commercial basis if (a) any payment is at any time received by himself or another in respect of it. But it also goes on to state in this subsection, "payment" does not include payment to or for the benefit of a sur​rogate mother or prospective surrogate mother'.

In order to carry out a legal surrogacy in the UK you must be able to apply for a Parental Order.

Applying for a Parental Order is a very simple process. Although you do not need a solicitor, some people like to have the peace of mind of employing one. 

To be granted a Parental Order the Intended Parents must be: 

· Over 18 

· Married to one another (a civil ceremony is not classified in law as a marriage) 

· Domiciled in the UK 

· At least one of the applicants must be genetically related to the child 

The Intended Parents can apply for a Parental Order once the child has reached 6 weeks of age, but must apply before the child reaches 6 months.
Once the child is born the surrogate has sole parental rights over the child unless the father is named on the birth certificate or the surrogate mother enters into a Parental Responsibility Agreement with the child's father. This then gives them equal right over the child.

After the child is six weeks old the "parents" can apply to the court for a Parental Order. This can take from 4 months to a year to be granted. Someone from the court will be assigned to your case called a Parental Order Reporter; she will visit both surrogate mother and couple separately.  She will at this point ask the surrogate if she is happy to relinquish all rights to the child. Once the Parental Order has been granted by the court all rights pass to the couple. A new birth certificate is then issued with the couple's names on.

Surrogacy is not an easy road to take; one has to think long and hard about it before embarking on the long and hazardous journey. It is a last option, not a first. 

There are two organisations in the UK that deal with surrogacy.  Both are run completely independently of one another.

Surrogacy UK is a voluntary organisation.  The organisation was formed to support and inform anyone with an interest in surrogacy within the UK. Their goal is to ensure that the help, support and advice needed in producing a successful Surrogacy Arrangement is available to those who require their services. Surrogacy UK accepts couples who cannot medically bear their own child and do not have an age limit.

COTS is a voluntary organisation whose aims are to help, advise and support both infertile couples and surrogates. Triangle is a splinter organisation of COTS which just puts couples and surrogates in touch. Both organisations work together. COTS and Triangle accepts any infertile couple under the age of 45. They must, if they have a womb, have been to an infertility clinic and gone through all their treatment, unless pregnancy is a danger to their health.

If anyone would like more information on 

Surrogacy UK:

PO Box 24, Newent, Gloucestershire, England GL18 1QL http://www.surrogacyuk.org/
COTS and Triangle:

 Lairg,Sutherland,Scotland,IV274EF. http://www.surrogacy.org.uk/ 

We hope this has given you an insight into surrogacy.
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Related Fact Sheets available from IN UK:

· In-Vitro Fertilisation (IVF)
· Gamete Intra-Fallopian Transfer (GIFT)
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